European Intelligent Energy Education Competition

background
On behalf of the European Commission the Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI) published a call for tender to organise a two year competition focusing on the most efficient practices in the field of energy education in schools.

Through the call, the EACI would like to give visibility to current initiatives at local, regional and national level that enhance energy education in schools in the field of energy saving, sustainable development and renewable energy solutions. The Agency would also like to encourage further initiatives and information exchange by highlighting good practice examples through a competition framework at both National and European scale.   

European Schoolnet has managed to be awarded with the contract and will start the activities in January 2010.

Objectives

The overall objective of the competition is to raise awareness of young European citizens on energy efficiency in our society as well as to influence and change behaviours in the rational use of energy. This objective will be achieved through three main actions:
· Promoting energy efficiency best practice in schools and local communities;

· Involving a large number of school students in specific activities;

· Increasing the multiplier effect of the specific activities and results, from the school environment to local, regional and national communities. 

Although education is the responsibility of national, regional and/or local authorities, European Schoolnet  was recognised the capacity of designing and implementing the competition as an educational package with the support of its members, namely the ministries of education in 31 countries. Such package will consist of curriculum related activities with pedagogical guidelines aiming to suit all curricula in the participating countries. It will be flexible to allow school authorities to adapt the content to their needs and their curriculum requirements.   

EUN’s approach
The Table below summarises the operational objectives to be achieved by the awareness raising campaign and how the EUN will assure the achievement of each objective.

	EACI Operational objectives
	EUN’s approach

	All 27 Member States are involved
	Setting up a network of Ambassadors and Teacher Advisers in all Member States

	Min 1.000 schools

Min 5 schools per country

2 schools per 1M inhabitants
	The two networks (Ambassadors and Teachers Advisers), Ministries of Education and other organisations that work with EUN will support the competition by encouraging as many schools as possible to take part in the competition.

	20 pupils per school 
	The competition is open to teams of students and individual students assisted and guided by 1-2 teachers.

	Demonstrable interaction between pupils from different countries
	The competition website will provide opportunities of interaction between students and teachers from different countries through relevant services and tools (blog, news articles and mailing lists).

	1 local authority/10 M inhabitants

Min 2 authorities per country
	Ministries of Education, Ministries of Energy, national agencies and local authorities will be involved.

	10% Energy savings in participating schools

5% in the others 
	The experts (both ambassadors and advisers) will provide solutions on how to measure energy savings in participating schools. 

	High visibility

Demonstrate impact in other schools
	The communication campaign related to the competition will be highlighted on all websites and regularly promoted in all newsletters and other publications managed by European Schoolnet.  

	Demonstrate presence in national/regional/local media
	Press clippings per country; contributions expected from ambassadors and advisers who will monitor media in each Member State.


Competitions  and Awards

The competition consists of two main awards:

· Award for the most significant energy efficiency measures in  both primary and secondary schools 
Team of students led by 1-2 coordinating teachers are invited to identify energy efficiency measures in school and/or local communities. School management and local authorities are expected to provide support to teams in order to help students understand the context of the measures and their immediate and long-term impact in school, local community and society. 

· Award for the most innovative practices in intelligent energy education
There will be two age categories for this award: primary school students (5 to 10) and secondary school students (11 to 20). Individual participants are invited to contribute with entries showcasing the most innovative practices in intelligent energy education. 

The European Intelligent Energy Education Competition will be organised during the school years 2010-2011 and 2011-2012.  Awards ceremonies will take place in mid 2011 and 2012.
National Awards Ceremonies

The competition will be managed at national and European level. The national awards ceremonies will be organised in seven regional centres. A centre will group a number of countries according to the geographical distribution.

The identified countries are France, Italy, Poland, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom and Germany. A regional centre will group 3-4 countries. The reason of organising national awards ceremony by grouping a number of countries is to enable winners to share their examples of best practice in a wider context outside their national settings. This action will increase the impact of sharing good practice examples and giving more Europe wide visibility to the winning entries.
European Award

The European awards will result from a second evaluation round of the national winning entries. The evaluation will involve ambassadors, teacher advisers and the project team. The evaluation will be based on a set of criteria which will aim to reward the best entries at European level.   

Mobilising schools
The project team will encourage as many schools as possible to join the competition by informing teachers and national educational authorities about the main benefits of taking part: offering visibility to existing initiatives on energy savings in schools, acknowledging them within a European context and encourage schools to initiate, implement and develop new energy saving activities.

The following communication channels will be used to maximise the number of the participating schools to the competition. 

1. Ambassadors

· support and encourage schools to get involved in the competitions

· stay in touch with the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Energy and other organisations in each country to promote the competition

· provide schools with updated information and assistance in their mother tongue.

2. Existing teacher networks managed by European Schoolnet

3. Mailing lists, Newsletters, Blogs

4. European Schoolnet Web portals

5. Electronic and paper-based publications published by European Schoolnet and national ministries of education

The channels to involve other stakeholders such as local authorities, associations, organisations are:

1. Regular teachers will be invited to connect to local initiatives run by local authorities and to act as ambassadors of such initiatives in order to present them at their school and eventually run for the competition. 

2. Ambassadors and Advisers will be asked to identify and contact local national stakeholders and encourage them to get in touch with schools in order to organise visits and shared events.

What is expected from Ministries of education

The success of this quite decentralised initiative largely depends on the involvement and support of bodies at local and national levels. 
MoE are expected to:

· Suggest a name for the National Ambassador 
· Suggest a name for a teacher expert in the field as part of the Advisers

· Suggest an organisation in the field which can help Ambassadors and Advisers to promote, disseminate and provide logistical support before, during and after the competitions

· In the seven countries where the National Awards Ceremony will take place (France, Italy, Poland, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom and Germany), propose and contact a strong organisation which could organise such event (for instance ENEA in Italy).
· Promote and disseminate the competition (online information, brochures, leaflets) with all possible means.
